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If we want to make business
communication more effective, then
thimngs that mean the same

have to look the same.

IBCS Association

Prof. Rolf Hichert i i



Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the...
organizational unit (who)

Construction Inc.

www.ibcs.com



Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the...
organizational unit (who), measure (what)

Construction Inc.
Net sales in mMUSD

www.ibcs.com



Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the...
organizational unit (who), measure (what), and time period (when).

Construction Inc.
Net sales in mMUSD 1['

2023

www.ibcs.com



e Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns.
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Construction Inc.
Net sales in mUSD
2023
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ibzo IBCS VERSION 1.2

INTERNATIONAL -

BUSINESS

COMMUNICATION IBCS Version 1.2 provides practical guidelines for the consistent design of reports,

STANDARDS
IEI/)' presentations, dashboards and the charts and tables they contain. The further
: Capyright and Creative Commons

development of IBCS is an ongoing process, which is managed by the not-for-profit IBCS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Association.
The IBCS® Standards are published under the

- Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike 4.0
International License (CC BY-5A). You may use
Q the Standards for free in any way you wish,
. but only if you meet the conditions set out in
UN 3.2 UNIFY SCENARIOS Comments the CC BY-5A license. These means in

Q particular giving proper attribution to the
Jirgen Feb 20 2022 at 10:36AM source and its author, the IBCS A==ociarion.
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4.3.2 Ratios

Rarios such as “return on sales” are guotients of two base measzures and thus become derived measures.
In reporting practice, few denominators exist: “Sales”, "units sold”, "headcount”, and "capital” constitute
the majority of all business ratios.

In order to recognize a ratic in a column or bar chart, the width of both bars and columns shall be zet to
half the width of bars and celumns representing base measures i.e. 1/3 of the category width.

XK XX

Figure 20: Columns showing a ratio
4.4 Notation of scenario types

When analysing data by looking at charts and tables, it is very important to quickly recognize whether it
shows measured, expected, or fictitious data. Readers of reports shall visually recognize these scenario
types by looking at a chart or a table without having to read the labels.

4.4.1 Scenario types

There are two basic types of scenarios:

1. Actual scenarios refer to measured data abour things thar already happened in present or past
time periods. The terms most often used for scenarios of this type are "Actual’ and ‘Previous year’
{meaning actual data from previous year).

2. Planned zcenarvioz refer to fictitious (not marerialized) data. The terms most often used for
scenarios of this type are ‘'Plan’ and ‘Budget'.

In-between those two basic scenario types there is a third one:

3. Forecasted scenarios refer to expected data which are strietly speaking fictitious but already
taking into account measured data, A typical example for expected data is the sales forecast based
on the measured order entry. Forecasted scenarios represent a higher level of certainty than
scenarios with planned data but are not completely materialized yet. The term most often used
for scenarios of this type is ‘Forecast.

4.4.1.1 Notation of actual scenarios (measured data)
Scenarios with measured data shall be identified by a solid dark (2.g. dark grey] fill for the areaz of the
respective visualization elements.

If measured data of recent periods ["Actual”) are compared with measured data from earlier periods (e.g.
“Previous year”, "Previous month") in a scenaric comparizon, then the areas reprezenting the earlier
periods shall be presented with a lighter solid fill (e.z. light grey].

MOTE: If data from multiple periods is presented in a time series rather than a scenario comparison, then there is
neo need for colouring earlier periods with a lighter fill.

4.4.1.2 Notation of planned scenarios [fictitious data)

Secenarios with fictitious data shall be identified by cutlined (bordered, framed) areas of the respective
visualization elements. The areaz within these borders literally "fill up when materializing”, e.g. when
changing from fictitious data to measured data.

4.4.1.3 Notation of forecasted scenarios (expected data)
Expacted data is strictly speaking fictitious, so they shall also be identified by outlined areas. However, as
it iz bazed on measured data, the area fill of the respective visualization elements shall be filled with a

hatched patrern. The colour of the dark stripes shall correspond to the colour of measured data (e.z. dark
greyl.

-h.-g..-;: WA Fomecas]

Figure Z1: Netation of scenario types

4.4.2 Application of scenario notation in charts and tables

In charts, the semantic scenario notation shall be applied to the area fill of the visualization element
representing the scenario. Typical visualization elements to carry semantic scenario netation in charts
are bars, columns and line markers,

Jdan  Feb Mar Apr  May

Figure 22: Visualization of scenario types in bars, columns, and line markers

In charts with stacked columns, stacked areas, and stacked bars, the scenario notation shall be appli
the lowest segment. All upper segments shall be filled with different shades of grey with an additional
frame (outlined) or hatch pattern if these segments represent planned or forecasted data.

Sales in mCHE
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140 181
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Figure 23: Visualization of scenario types in stacked columns



Toasday une 6 A STANDARD

ASP 12 NOTATION FOR
BUSINESS REPORTS

* Why an ISO NWIP for report notation based on IBCS?
* What is IBCS?

« Examples from NWIP Pre-Expert Draft
https.//sd.iso.org/documents/open/8a8f2d93-32be-4b01-ac02-af3d3c30a786

* Q/A

* |s this initiative of interest to ISO/TC377?


https://sd.iso.org/documents/open/8a8f2d93-32be-4b01-ac02-af3d3c30a786

Resources for further information on benefits of a standardised report notation

Videos
« Explanatory video:
https://youtu.be/VKCyNOIioUQQ

* Introductory lesson to video course “Solid, outlined, hatched”:

https://ibcs.teachable.com/courses/solid-outlined-hatched/lectures/15948252

Books
* IBCS Version 1.2:

https://geni.us/standards_ibcs (also available in Spanish language)

« Solid, outlined, hatched — How visual consistency helps better understand
reports, presentations and dashboards:

https://geni.us/soh_ibcs (also available in German language)



https://youtu.be/VkCyNOioUQQ
https://ibcs.teachable.com/courses/solid-outlined-hatched/lectures/15948252
https://geni.us/standards_ibcs
https://geni.us/soh_ibcs

	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13: Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the…  organizational unit (who)
	Folie 14: Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the…  organizational unit (who), measure (what)
	Folie 15: Let us unify the titles of pages, charts, and tables. We name the…  organizational unit (who), measure (what), and time period (when).
	Folie 16: Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns. 
	Folie 17: Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns. 
	Folie 18: Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns. 
	Folie 19: Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns. 
	Folie 20: Let us identify scenarios by fill patterns. 
	Folie 21
	Folie 22
	Folie 23
	Folie 24
	Folie 25
	Folie 26
	Folie 27
	Folie 28
	Folie 29
	Folie 30
	Folie 31
	Folie 32
	Folie 33
	Folie 34
	Folie 35
	Folie 36

